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VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING — ACCESS — TELEHEALTH 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.03 pm]: I would like to update the house on concerns 
that provisions in the Commonwealth Criminal Code on counselling or inciting suicide over a carriage service 
such as telephone, internet or video may prevent the use of telehealth for the voluntary assisted dying process. 
Nothing in the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill is inconsistent with the commonwealth Criminal Code. In fact, the 
bill makes it clear that it does not authorise the use of a method of communication if or to the extent that that use 
would be contrary to or inconsistent with commonwealth law. 
The state has engaged, and will continue to engage, with the commonwealth about this issue. The commonwealth 
has kindly offered its assistance to the Department of Health in further considering this issue. If telehealth cannot 
be used as a method of communicating with people for the purposes of access to voluntary assisted dying in 
Western Australia, the WA health department will adopt alternative implementation strategies. Jurisdictions such 
as Victoria have similar restrictions and jurisdictions such as Canada face similar geographic challenges. In Victoria, 
for example, a direction has been issued that requires the provision of information to occur face to face. 
Options currently being considered for Western Australia include a central hub that would link with networked 
spokes in regional and remote WA, and transport assistance to support face-to-face interactions. The hub would 
be able to receive requests for information on access to voluntary assisted dying and then facilitate the provision 
of information either by hard copy or in person. Assessments may need to be undertaken in person, with either the 
patient travelling to the practitioner or the practitioner travelling to the patient. If the bill passes and this is required, 
WA Health will provide packages to support access for regional patients where needed. 
If the bill becomes law, there will be an implementation period of at least 18 months before the Voluntary Assisted 
Dying Act becomes operational. This time period will enable the Department of Health, in consultation with the 
commonwealth, to develop appropriate administrative measures to ensure compliance with state and commonwealth 
laws. The training for health professionals will reflect the outcome of the ongoing consultations between the state 
and the commonwealth. 
We have been following the debate in both houses and are aware that this issue has been raised on a number of 
occasions by members concerned about the impact of commonwealth law on our proposed legislation. I can assure 
members that if the legislation is passed, we are confident that, as in Victoria, this issue will not compromise health 
professionals or prevent eligible Western Australians from accessing voluntary assisted dying. 
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